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Legislature’s Planning Committee: 2015 Associated Reports 
The Nebraska Legislature's Planning Committee was created in 2009 with the passage of LB 
653 in order to help establish a process of long-term state planning with the Nebraska 
Legislature. The committee was created to assist state government in identifying emerging 
trends, assets and challenges of the state and the long-term implications of the decisions made 
by the Nebraska Legislature. 
Efforts during the first two years of the committee focused on the development of a database. 
The goals and benchmarks included in the database were developed and approved by the 
Legislature's Planning Committee to present a common-sense and data-driven assessment of 
key areas important to Nebraskans' quality of life. This database was a joint initiative with the 
Nebraska Legislature's Planning Committee and the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s College 
of Public Affairs and Community Service (CPACS). The database was presented in a report that 
consisted of the data and summaries of the data for each of the nine categories of benchmarks 
established by the Planning Committee. Each year, the Planning Committee is in charge of 
updating the data for all benchmarks in each category. It is hoped that this will be of 
instrumental assistance to Legislators and staff as they craft and debate legislation each 
Session. 
In addition to the statewide database, CPACS has prepared a series of Associated Reports for 
the Planning Committee that provides data for Legislative Districts, counties, and census tracts. 
These reports address the benchmarks established by the Planning Committee. These reports 
include: 
 Nebraska Legislative District Quick Facts from the 2010-2014 American Community 
Survey 
 Selected Characteristics for Nebraska Legislative Districts from the 2010-2014 American 
Community Survey 
 Selected Characteristics for Nebraska Counties from the 2010-2014 American 
Community Survey 
 Selected Characteristics for Census Tracts in Douglas, Sarpy, Lancaster, and Hall 
Counties, Nebraska, from the 2010-2014 American Community Survey 
 Own Children with All Parents in the Labor Force for the State of Nebraska and 
Legislative Districts and Counties from the 2010-2014 American Community Survey 
 Ratio of Income to Poverty Level for Children under 18 Years as a Percentage of the 
Population for Whom Poverty Is Determined for Nebraska Legislative Districts from the 
2010-2014 American Community Survey 
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Introduction 
The following tables and graphs look at the number and percentage of children living in families 
where all parents present are in the labor force. The data are from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
2010-2014 American Community Survey (ACS).  
The tables in this report are based on the Legislative District that were approved by the 
Legislature in 2011 and were based on the data from the 2010 Census. Because of changes in 
Legislative District boundaries, the tables in this report are not directly comparable to prior reports 
using the previous boundaries. 
On December 3, 2015, the U.S. Census Bureau released five‐year ACS estimates for the 
combined years of 2010 through 2014, making available social, economic, housing and 
demographic statistics for every county and community in Nebraska and the nation. Also available 
are estimates for Nebraska’s Legislative Districts, which are used in this report. The ACS is an 
ongoing, nation-wide survey conducted every month. Each year approximately 1 in 40 persons 
are sampled. During the past 5 years in Nebraska, there has been an average of about 46,000 
persons interviewed per year.  
While this annual number of interviews is adequate for state-level summaries, for smaller levels of 
geography like legislative districts and most Nebraska counties, only 5-year data are available for 
analysis. The 5-year estimates are period estimates. The data are based on a rolling national 
sample survey mailed monthly from 2010 through 2014. By pooling several years of survey 
responses, the ACS can generate detailed statistical portraits of smaller geographies that 
represent the characteristics of the population over the specific data collection period. The Census 
Bureau issues new sets of these five-year estimates every year, permitting users to track trends in 
even the smallest of areas over time. This is the third set of five-year estimates available using the 
2011 boundaries. 
The new 2010‐2014 ACS estimates are not related to the 2010 Census population counts that 
have been released. The ACS complements the decennial count and provides estimates of 
population characteristics that are far more detailed than the basic demographic information that 
has been released from the 2010 Census.  
Because it is a survey based on a sample of the population rather than the entire population, the 
ACS produces estimates, not actual counts. Since it is based on a sample, the ACS also is 
subject to sampling error. To aid data users, the Census Bureau calculates and publishes a 
margin of error for every ACS estimate it produces. 




Own Child – An own child is a never-married child under 18 years who is a son or daughter by 
birth, a stepchild, or an adopted child of the householder. In certain tabulations, own children are 
further classified as living with two parents or with one parent only. Own children of the 
householder living with two parents are by definition found only in married-couple families. (Note: 
When used in “EMPLOYMENT STATUS” tabulations, own child refers to a never married child 
under the age of 18 in a family or a subfamily who is a son or daughter, by birth, marriage, or 
adoption, of a member of the householder’s family, but not necessarily of the householder.) 
All Parents in the Labor Force – If a child lives with two parents, then both parents are in the 
labor force. If a child lives with one parent only, then that parent is in the labor force. 
Labor Force – The labor force includes all people classified in the civilian labor force, plus 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces (people on active duty with the United States Army, Air 
Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The Civilian Labor Force consists of people 








Table 1. Percentage of Own Children under 6 Years Old with All Parents in the 
Labor Force, Regional Comparison: 2014 
  Children under 6 Years National Rank 
United States 64.6   
Iowa 75.9 1 
South Dakota 74.6 2 
Minnesota 74.0 3 
Nebraska 73.7 6 
North Dakota 68.9 13 
Missouri 67.8 19 
Kansas 66.3 25 
Colorado 63.9 36 
Wyoming 62.0 40 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey; Prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs 
Research, June 2016 
Figure 1. Percentage of Own Children under 6 Years Old with All Parents in the 
Labor Force, Nebraska and the United States: 2000 and 2005 to 2014 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 to 2013 American Community Survey and 2000 Census of Population and 

















































































































Table 2. Percentage of Own Children 6 to 17 Years Old with All Parents in the 
Labor Force, Regional Comparison: 2014 
  
Own Children 6 to 17 
Years National Rank 
United States 70.3   
South Dakota 81.5 1 
Iowa 80.5 2 
Nebraska 80.0 3 
Minnesota 78.1 5 
North Dakota 76.4 10 
Wyoming 74.9 16 
Kansas 74.5 17 
Missouri 73.3 21 
Colorado 70.2 33 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey; Prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs 
Research, June 2016 
Figure 2. Percentage of Own Children 6 to 17 Years Old with All Parents in the 
Labor Force, Nebraska and the United States: 2000 and 2005 to 2014 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 to 2013 American Community Survey and 2000 Census of Population and 



















































































































Table 3. Own Children Aged under 18 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for Nebraska Legislative Districts: 
2010-2014 
  Children aged under 6 years  Children aged 6 to 17 years 
County Total With all parents in labor force Total With all parents in labor force 
  (Persons) (Persons) (Pct of total) (Persons) (Persons) (Pct of total) 
United States 23,202,576 15,031,649 64.8 47,016,227 33,247,914 70.7 
Nebraska 151,013 110,021 72.9 291,698 230,157 78.9 
District 1 2,288 1,622 70.9 5,417 4,209 77.7 
District 2 3,048 2,066 67.8 6,597 5,293 80.2 
District 3 3,459 2,031 58.7 7,351 5,191 70.6 
District 4 3,106 2,364 76.1 6,861 5,150 75.1 
District 5 4,094 2,637 64.4 6,780 4,988 73.6 
District 6 2,682 2,017 75.2 4,151 3,343 80.5 
District 7 4,046 2,411 59.6 6,510 4,382 67.3 
District 8 3,211 2,475 77.1 5,208 4,089 78.5 
District 9 3,021 2,292 75.9 3,639 2,871 78.9 
District 10 3,673 2,820 76.8 6,471 5,307 82.0 
District 11 3,387 2,114 62.4 6,572 5,012 76.3 
District 12 2,627 1,919 73.0 5,513 4,692 85.1 
District 13 3,222 2,261 70.2 5,709 4,599 80.6 
District 14 3,486 2,564 73.6 7,478 5,963 79.7 
District 15 2,794 2,025 72.5 5,568 4,336 77.9 
District 16 2,311 1,706 73.8 6,107 5,116 83.8 
District 17 3,450 2,526 73.2 6,387 4,936 77.3 
District 18 4,049 3,168 78.2 5,846 4,787 81.9 
District 19 3,319 2,519 75.9 5,780 4,526 78.3 
District 20 3,114 2,334 75.0 5,628 4,619 82.1 
District 21 3,791 2,792 73.6 7,147 5,230 73.2 
District 22 3,110 2,445 78.6 6,414 5,295 82.6 
District 23 2,898 1,933 66.7 6,702 5,189 77.4 
District 24 2,642 2,042 77.3 5,254 4,412 84.0 
District 25 2,831 2,163 76.4 5,572 4,350 78.1 
District 26 2,847 2,367 83.1 4,495 3,786 84.2 
District 27 3,029 2,390 78.9 5,613 4,076 72.6 
District 28 3,339 2,055 61.5 5,086 4,022 79.1 
District 29 2,850 2,217 77.8 6,175 5,132 83.1 
District 30 2,774 2,158 77.8 5,887 4,584 77.9 
District 31 2,412 1,640 68.0 7,661 5,990 78.2 
District 32 2,639 2,047 77.6 5,672 4,360 76.9 
District 33 2,812 2,162 76.9 5,561 4,511 81.1 
District 34 2,866 2,078 72.5 6,234 5,048 81.0 
District 35 3,379 2,413 71.4 6,165 4,905 79.6 
District 36 3,215 2,494 77.6 6,450 5,397 83.7 
District 37 3,290 2,458 74.7 5,395 4,493 83.3 
District 38 2,571 1,966 76.5 5,952 4,782 80.3 
District 39 3,997 2,936 73.5 7,722 6,142 79.5 
District 40 2,742 2,097 76.5 5,876 4,927 83.8 
District 41 2,680 2,103 78.5 5,946 4,756 80.0 
District 42 2,748 1,938 70.5 5,824 4,474 76.8 
District 43 2,399 1,671 69.7 5,426 4,026 74.2 
District 44 2,529 1,871 74.0 5,426 4,544 83.7 
District 45 3,425 2,181 63.7 6,451 4,998 77.5 
District 46 3,278 2,098 64.0 3,984 2,815 70.7 
District 47 2,360 1,706 72.3 5,216 4,257 81.6 
District 48 2,947 2,041 69.3 5,705 4,365 76.5 
District 49 4,226 3,688 87.3 7,114 5,882 82.7 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate   











































































































Figure 3. Percentage of Own Children under 6 Years  with All Parents in  
Labor Force for Nebraska State Legislative Districts: 2010-2014
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey










































































































Figure 4. Percentage of Own Children 6 to 17 Years  with All Parents in  
Labor Force for Nebraska State Legislative Districts: 2010-2014
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha, May 2016
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Table 4. Own Children Aged under 18 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for Nebraska Counties: 2010-2014 
 
  Children aged under 6 years  Children aged 6 to 17 years 
  Total With all parents in labor force Total With all parents in labor force 
  (Persons) (Persons) (Pct of total) (Persons) (Persons) (Pct of total) 
Nebraska 151,013 110,021 72.9 291,698 230,157 78.9 
Adams 2,377 1,820 76.6 4,575 3,709 81.1 
Antelope 477 353 74.0 998 788 79.0 
Arthur 64 48 75.0 92 67 72.8 
Banner 55 22 40.0 104 63 60.6 
Blaine 54 35 64.8 96 67 69.8 
Boone 345 259 75.1 863 689 79.8 
Box Butte 709 429 60.5 2,041 1,503 73.6 
Boyd 144 86 59.7 259 222 85.7 
Brown 207 145 70.0 423 347 82.0 
Buffalo 3,823 2,890 75.6 6,831 5,771 84.5 
Burt 369 293 79.4 1,035 888 85.8 
Butler 537 326 60.7 1,357 1,127 83.1 
Cass 1,943 1,356 69.8 4,086 3,381 82.7 
Cedar 669 473 70.7 1,488 1,254 84.3 
Chase 374 243 65.0 589 497 84.4 
Cherry 368 274 74.5 749 649 86.6 
Cheyenne 762 553 72.6 1,515 1,298 85.7 
Clay 413 247 59.8 1,049 775 73.9 
Colfax 992 689 69.5 1,910 1,522 79.7 
Cuming 614 469 76.4 1,526 1,314 86.1 
Custer 775 569 73.4 1,608 1,272 79.1 
Dakota 2,118 1,493 70.5 3,740 2,838 75.9 
Dawes 590 422 71.5 901 556 61.7 
Dawson 2,181 1,706 78.2 4,276 3,634 85.0 
Deuel 103 87 84.5 312 288 92.3 
Dixon 449 400 89.1 983 821 83.5 
Dodge 2,794 2,025 72.5 5,568 4,336 77.9 
Douglas 46,641 33,388 71.6 84,271 65,971 78.3 
Dundy 120 79 65.8 276 224 81.2 
Fillmore 375 301 80.3 758 591 78.0 
Franklin 208 156 75.0 397 307 77.3 
Frontier 142 85 59.9 339 270 79.6 
Furnas 272 182 66.9 807 662 82.0 
Gage 1,446 1,130 78.1 3,142 2,521 80.2 
Garden 155 146 94.2 161 142 88.2 
Garfield 117 109 93.2 288 277 96.2 
Gosper 133 132 99.2 366 364 99.5 
Grant 33 16 48.5 101 91 90.1 
Greeley 185 127 68.6 389 256 65.8 
Hall 5,335 3,863 72.4 10,023 7,930 79.1 
Hamilton 628 362 57.6 1,541 1,195 77.5 
Harlan 252 180 71.4 461 392 85.0 
Hayes 61 31 50.8 170 120 70.6 
Hitchcock 170 108 63.5 388 299 77.1 
Holt 797 578 72.5 1,603 1,374 85.7 
Hooker 48 33 68.8 67 57 85.1 
Howard 439 375 85.4 1,050 853 81.2 
Jefferson 477 429 89.9 1,097 791 72.1 
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Table 4. Own Children Aged under 18 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for Nebraska Counties: 2010-2014 
 
  Children aged under 6 years  Children aged 6 to 17 years 
  Total With all parents in labor force Total With all parents in labor force 
  (Persons) (Persons) (Pct of total) (Persons) (Persons) (Pct of total) 
Johnson 291 243 83.5 660 546 82.7 
Kearney 457 391 85.6 1,084 841 77.6 
Keith 424 365 86.1 1,188 1,025 86.3 
Keya Paha 26 25 96.2 81 54 66.7 
Kimball 330 221 67.0 542 422 77.9 
Knox 600 498 83.0 1,362 1,120 82.2 
Lancaster 23,626 17,377 73.6 41,698 32,046 76.9 
Lincoln 2,748 1,938 70.5 5,824 4,474 76.8 
Logan 55 25 45.5 111 91 82.0 
Loup 29 28 96.6 92 70 76.1 
McPherson 37 23 62.2 53 28 52.8 
Madison 3,071 2,388 77.8 5,308 4,140 78.0 
Merrick 471 377 80.0 1,228 1,067 86.9 
Morrill 318 198 62.3 826 659 79.8 
Nance 246 231 93.9 593 563 94.9 
Nemaha 479 287 59.9 999 790 79.1 
Nuckolls 245 222 90.6 601 474 78.9 
Otoe 1,145 891 77.8 2,498 2,087 83.5 
Pawnee 175 92 52.6 382 304 79.6 
Perkins 221 177 80.1 446 349 78.3 
Phelps 721 487 67.5 1,448 1,149 79.4 
Pierce 567 482 85.0 1,198 972 81.1 
Platte 2,733 2,190 80.1 5,532 4,519 81.7 
Polk 346 298 86.1 879 711 80.9 
Red Willow 784 654 83.4 1,584 1,367 86.3 
Richardson 449 282 62.8 1,211 788 65.1 
Rock 83 62 74.7 181 136 75.1 
Saline 1,092 839 76.8 2,204 1,824 82.8 
Sarpy 15,450 11,001 71.2 30,572 23,640 77.3 
Saunders 1,493 1,011 67.7 3,647 2,731 74.9 
Scotts Bluff 2,947 2,041 69.3 5,705 4,365 76.5 
Seward 1,176 870 74.0 2,661 2,132 80.1 
Sheridan 301 211 70.1 875 618 70.6 
Sherman 211 137 64.9 468 328 70.1 
Sioux 60 45 75.0 188 108 57.4 
Stanton 501 293 58.5 1,142 971 85.0 
Thayer 362 211 58.3 732 582 79.5 
Thomas 31 26 83.9 124 80 64.5 
Thurston 762 574 75.3 1,401 1,026 73.2 
Valley 301 237 78.7 601 516 85.9 
Washington 1,328 944 71.1 3,546 2,914 82.2 
Wayne 570 459 80.5 1,246 1,072 86.0 
Webster 253 250 98.8 503 449 89.3 
Wheeler 38 24 63.2 91 77 84.6 
York 1,120 874 78.0 1,714 1,569 91.5 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey    
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha, December 2015  
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Table 5. Ranking of the Percentage of Own Children Aged under 6 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for 
Nebraska Counties: 2010-2014 
County 
Percent with all 




Percent with all 
parents in labor 
force 
Rank 
Nebraska 72.9   Custer 73.4 47 
Gosper 99.2 1  Cheyenne 72.6 48 
Webster 98.8 2  Holt 72.5 49 
Loup 96.6 3  Dodge 72.5 50 
Keya Paha 96.2 4  Hall 72.4 51 
Garden 94.2 5  Douglas 71.6 52 
Nance 93.9 6  Dawes 71.5 53 
Garfield 93.2 7  Harlan 71.4 54 
Nuckolls 90.6 8  Sarpy 71.2 55 
Jefferson 89.9 9  Washington 71.1 56 
Dixon 89.1 10  Cedar 70.7 57 
Polk 86.1 11  Lincoln 70.5 58 
Keith 86.1 12  Dakota 70.5 59 
Kearney 85.6 13  Sheridan 70.1 60 
Howard 85.4 14  Brown 70.0 61 
Pierce 85.0 15  Cass 69.8 62 
Deuel 84.5 16  Colfax 69.5 63 
Thomas 83.9 17  Scotts Bluff 69.3 64 
Johnson 83.5 18  Hooker 68.8 65 
Red Willow 83.4 19  Greeley 68.6 66 
Knox 83.0 20  Saunders 67.7 67 
Wayne 80.5 21  Phelps 67.5 68 
Fillmore 80.3 22  Kimball 67.0 69 
Platte 80.1 23  Furnas 66.9 70 
Perkins 80.1 24  Dundy 65.8 71 
Merrick 80.0 25  Chase 65.0 72 
Burt 79.4 26  Sherman 64.9 73 
Valley 78.7 27  Blaine 64.8 74 
Dawson 78.2 28  Hitchcock 63.5 75 
Gage 78.1 29  Wheeler 63.2 76 
York 78.0 30  Richardson 62.8 77 
Otoe 77.8 31  Morrill 62.3 78 
Madison 77.8 32  McPherson 62.2 79 
Saline 76.8 33  Butler 60.7 80 
Adams 76.6 34  Box Butte 60.5 81 
Cuming 76.4 35  Nemaha 59.9 82 
Buffalo 75.6 36  Frontier 59.9 83 
Thurston 75.3 37  Clay 59.8 84 
Boone 75.1 38  Boyd 59.7 85 
Arthur 75.0 39  Stanton 58.5 86 
Franklin 75.0 40  Thayer 58.3 87 
Sioux 75.0 41  Hamilton 57.6 88 
Rock 74.7 42  Pawnee 52.6 89 
Cherry 74.5 43  Hayes 50.8 90 
Antelope 74.0 44  Grant 48.5 91 
Seward 74.0 45  Logan 45.5 92 
Lancaster 73.6 46  Banner 40.0 93 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey    
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha, December 2015  
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Table 6. Ranking of the Percentage of Own Children Aged 6-17 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for 
Nebraska Counties: 2010-2014 
County 
Percent with all 
parents in labor 
force Rank   County 
Percent with all 
parents in labor 
force Rank 
Nebraska 78.9   Boone 79.8 47 
Gosper 99.5 1  Morrill 79.8 48 
Garfield 96.2 2  Colfax 79.7 49 
Nance 94.9 3  Frontier 79.6 50 
Deuel 92.3 4  Pawnee 79.6 51 
York 91.5 5  Thayer 79.5 52 
Grant 90.1 6  Phelps 79.4 53 
Webster 89.3 7  Hall 79.1 54 
Garden 88.2 8  Custer 79.1 55 
Merrick 86.9 9  Nemaha 79.1 56 
Cherry 86.6 10  Antelope 79.0 57 
Red Willow 86.3 11  Nuckolls 78.9 58 
Keith 86.3 12  Douglas 78.3 59 
Cuming 86.1 13  Perkins 78.3 60 
Wayne 86.0 14  Madison 78.0 61 
Valley 85.9 15  Fillmore 78.0 62 
Burt 85.8 16  Dodge 77.9 63 
Boyd 85.7 17  Kimball 77.9 64 
Holt 85.7 18  Kearney 77.6 65 
Cheyenne 85.7 19  Hamilton 77.5 66 
Hooker 85.1 20  Franklin 77.3 67 
Harlan 85.0 21  Sarpy 77.3 68 
Stanton 85.0 22  Hitchcock 77.1 69 
Dawson 85.0 23  Lancaster 76.9 70 
Wheeler 84.6 24  Lincoln 76.8 71 
Buffalo 84.5 25  Scotts Bluff 76.5 72 
Chase 84.4 26  Loup 76.1 73 
Cedar 84.3 27  Dakota 75.9 74 
Otoe 83.5 28  Rock 75.1 75 
Dixon 83.5 29  Saunders 74.9 76 
Butler 83.1 30  Clay 73.9 77 
Saline 82.8 31  Box Butte 73.6 78 
Cass 82.7 32  Thurston 73.2 79 
Johnson 82.7 33  Arthur 72.8 80 
Knox 82.2 34  Jefferson 72.1 81 
Washington 82.2 35  Sheridan 70.6 82 
Brown 82.0 36  Hayes 70.6 83 
Furnas 82.0 37  Sherman 70.1 84 
Logan 82.0 38  Blaine 69.8 85 
Platte 81.7 39  Keya Paha 66.7 86 
Howard 81.2 40  Greeley 65.8 87 
Dundy 81.2 41  Richardson 65.1 88 
Pierce 81.1 42  Thomas 64.5 89 
Adams 81.1 43  Dawes 61.7 90 
Polk 80.9 44  Banner 60.6 91 
Gage 80.2 45  Sioux 57.4 92 
Seward 80.1 46  McPherson 52.8 93 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey    
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha, December 2015  
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Figure 5. Own Children Aged under 6 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for Nebraska 
Counties: 2010-2014 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha, December 2015 
 
Figure 6. Own Children Aged 6-17 Years with All Parents in Labor Force for Nebraska Counties: 
2010-2014 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha, June 2016 
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